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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
Municipal Officers
OF THE
Town of Peru
Year Ending February 8, 1944
TOWN OFFICERS
Moderator 
W. S. ARNOLD
Town Clerk and Treasurer 
ARLENE JORDAN
Selectmen, Assessors, and Overseers of Poor 
J. L. KNIGHT A. G. HOWARD C. H. ROBINSON
Collector of Taxes 
ESBJORN WIKEN
%
Road Commissioner 
DURWARD OLDHAM
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber
C. L. ROBINSON A. G. HOWARD A. H. WENTWORTH
Sextons
A. H. WENTWORTH M. B. KNOX
Superintending School Committee 
VERONA LINNELL ELMER LANE RALPH CALDEN
Constables
ESBJORN WIKEN PERCY CHAPMAN WILLIAM JORDAN
Superintendent of Schools 
FRANK McGOULDRICK
Sealer of Weights and Measures
COLA YORK
Fire Warden 
J. L. KNIGHT
Board of Health
ESBJORN WIKEN A. G. HOWARD C. C. DUNHAM
Health Officer 
ESBJORN WIKEN
i<n>Lot
TO W N  O F PERU
REPORT OF TOWN OFFICERS
/
To the Citizens of the Town of Peru:
Your Town Officers herewith submit the following report
for the fiscal year ending February 8, 1944.
/
ASSESSORS* REPORT
Real Estate, Resident $245,405.00
44 “  Non-Resident 457,637.00
»
Total Real Estate $703,092.00
Personal Estate, Resident $ 37,744.00
44 44 Non-Resident 125,008.00
Total Personal Estate $162,752.00
Total Valuation $865,844.00
Total value of land $172,621.00
44 44 “ buildings 530,471.00
TAXABLE LIVE STOCK AND POULTRY
No. Avg. Value Total Value
Horses and Mules 59 $ 96.78 $ 5,710.00
Cows 223 48.62 10,843.00
Oxen 2 150.00 300.00
3 year old 49 45.40 2,225.00
2 year old 61 34.77 2,121.00
Goats 1 10.00 10.00
Poultry (over 50) 13 .61 8.00
Total Amount $21,252.00
EXEMPT LIVE STOCK AND POULTRY
Yearlings 74 19.26 1,425.00
Sheep 37 7.30 270.00
Swine 61 16.70 1,019.00
Poultry 1032 .50 516.00
Total Amount $ 3,230.00
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ALL OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY
\
Stock in Trade $ 5,105.00
Unmanufactured Materials in Mills 15,000.00
Wood and Bark 11,450.00
Boats 6 155.00
Gas Pumps 20 1,150.00
Musical Instruments 125.00
Radios 197 3,985.00
Finished Products in Mills 57,500.00
Tractors 400.00
Machinery and Equipment 480.00
Other Property 46,140.00
Amount $141,500.00
Taxable Live Stock and Poultry 21,252.00
Total Amount Personal Property $162,752.00
APPROPRIATED AND ASSESSED
Common Schools $ 6,000.00
High School Tuition 3,300.00
Books and Supplies 300.00
Repairs and Equipment 700.00
Superintendence 360.00
Interest on School Fund 34.38
Supt. Office expense 20.00
Support of Town Poor 1,500.00
Summer Roads and Bridges 3,000.00
Snow Removal 4,300.00
State and State Aid Road Main. 1,000.00
Third Class Road Main. 1,000.00
Town Officers 1,800.00
Fire Department 300.00
Town Cemeteries 100.00
Health Nurse 62.00
Peru Center Baptist Church 400.00
Long Time Loans 3,000.00
White Pine Blister Rust 200.00
Tractor Houses 200.00
TO W N  OF PERU
Appropriated for Town $27,576.38
State Tax 6,563.70
County Tax 2,353.06
Overlay 1,394.48
Supplementary Tax 45.90
Appropriated and Assessed $ 37,933.52
No. Polls taxed 217
“ “ not taxed 31
Poll Tax $3.00
Rate of taxation .043
Rate of collection .012
Excise tax collection .15 each
SUMMER ROADS AND BRIDGES
Appropriated 
Unexpended 1942
$ 3,000.00 
408.01
Available $ 3,408.01
Paid:
D. E. Oldham, Foreman and truck $ 508.15
C. L. Lufkin 175.05
J. C. Oldham 271.10
Roy Oldham 197.90
Roger Holman, supplies 44.30
O. J. Putnam, labor and gravel 418.38
C. H. Towle, supplies 16.85
J. V. Wiken, gravel 1.40
Antony Mockus 47.50
W. B. Kidder, supplies 41.15
A. G. Walker 26.00
Walter Byron, supplies 32.36
J. R. Oldham, labor and gravel 35.90
Arthur Eastman 12.25
C. M. Lane, gravel 3.50
A. L. Child 307.35
M. B. Knox 241.50
William Johnson 34.00
E. C. Knox, gravel 1.90
M. L. Brackley 78.93
W. F. Hodge 8.80
N. S. Bishop 26.95
M. A. Dyment 120.18
Frank Barrett 57.60
C A. Lane, supplies 12.90
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William Balcunas 4.80
Roy Harlow 6.00
W. R. Oldham 4.40
Thomas Price 4.80
Roy Whitney 2.40 $ 2,744.30
Unexpended $ 663.71
STATE AND STATE AID ROAD MAINTENANCE
Appropriated $1,000.00
Unexpended 1942 111.93
Transferred from State Aid Road Const. 450.00
Available $ 1,561.93
Paid:.
D. E. Oldham, Foreman and truck $ 40.38
J. C. Oldham 47.98
C. L. Lufkin 15.00
O. J. Putnam 12.00
M. B. Knox 12.50 r •.
Roy Oldham 42.48
William Johnson 4.00
Charles Riggs 6.00
Roy Burgess 6.00
M. L. Brackley 7.70
A. L. Child 11.00
W. F. Hodge 5.50
Milan Dyment 5.50
Laurance Brann 5.50
Frank Barratt 5.50
Wilmer Oldham 7.98
Barrett Co., tar 380.75
Tony Robichaud 17.40
Treasurer of State, patrol 603.30
Frank Stasulis 16.50
i 1,252.97
Unexpended $ 308.96
STATE AID ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Unexpended $ 900.00
Transferred to Special Resolve Main. $ 450.00
" “ State Aid 450.00 900.00
/  •
TO W N  OF PERU
SPECIAL RESOLVE MAINTENANCE
Transferred from State Aid Construction $ 450.00
Paid:
D. E. Oldham, Foreman and truck $ 5.00
J. C. Oldham 4.00
C. L. Lufkin 4.00
O. J. Putnam 12.00
M. B. Knox 8.00
Roy Oldham 4.00
William Johnson 4.00
Charles Riggs 6.00
Roy Burgess 6.00
Barrett Co., tar 380.75
433.75
Unexpended $ 16.25
TRACTOR HOUSES ACCOUNT
Appropriated $ m o o
Paid:
D. E. Oldham, Foreman $ 10.66
M. L. Brackley 6.88
M A. Dyment 6.88
O. J. Putnam 15.40
Lou Fairbanks 4.00
S. A. Hazelton 9.91
J. C Oldham 52.80
Roy Oldham 52.80
Stowell Eustis
• <  ■ -  V  f c f c  ♦ ’  ?
9.00
%r-  '
Myrals Inc. 13.96
.  ,  * '  • '■ >
R. F. Light & Water Co. 6.39
C ,' •. .  . v ...... >, . t
Mrs. Frank French (land rent) 12.00 200.68
Overdrawn .68
THIRD CLASS ROAD MAINTENANCE
Appropriated $ 1,000.00
Unexpended, 1942 520.61
Available $ 1,520.61
Paid:
D. E. Oldham, Foreman &  truck $ 269.41
*
C. L. Lufkin 117.78
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J. C. Oldham 
O. J. Putnam 
A. L. Child 
M. B. Knox 
Roy Oldham 
William Johnson 
E. C. Knox 
M. L. Brackley 
W. F. Hodge 
M. A. Dyment 
Lauranre Brann 
Frank Barratt 
Wilmer Oldham 
Barrett Co., tar
30.53
62.12
115.08
28.00
8.80
4.00
.60
88.04
7.15
23.93
5.23
10.03
3.30
108.50 $ 882.50
Unexpended $ 638.11
SNOW REMOVAL
Appropriated $ 4,300.00
Berst-Forster Co. 31.50
State 382.05
Morrison's Garage 4.50
Town of Sumner 120.00
Fogg's Tran. Co. 5.00
Available
*
8 4,843.05
Paid:
D. E. Oldham, Road Commissioner $ 618.29
C. L. Lufkin, labor 71.25
M. B. Oldham, labor 52.10 <
Lester Child, labor 52.10
Frank Barratt, labor 12.80
E. Dolloff, labor 2.50
Roy Oldham, labor 448.50
I. C. Kidder, supplies 38.06
C. A. Lane, supplies 59.05
A. P. Howard, labor 7.00
Elgin Rafuse, supplies 29.34
E. C. Farrar, supplies 58.34
Frost Motor Supply, supplies 98.22
Rumford Auto Mach. Co., supplies 1.50
M. B. Knox, supplies 84.69
TO W N  O F PERU
J. C. Oldham, labor 8.00
O. J. Putnam, labor 423.80
Ashley Rafuse, supplies 64.81
Fogg’s Trans. 2.86
Portland Trac. Co., supplies 18.20
Eastern Trac. Co., supplies 149.21
V A. Eastman, labor 1.80
Morrison’s Garage, labor 103.64
William Gross, labor 4.00
John Kazregis, labor 6.00
Municipal Steel Co. 126.72
Arnold Bros., supplies 31.50
M. A. Dyment, labor 178.80
J. B. Oldham, labor 10.20
Walter Byron, supplies 6.60
C. H. Oldham, labor 31.80
William Balcunas, labor 6 00
Tom Price, labor 9.60
L. Brann, labor 28.50
Grafton Gordon, supplies 30.36
C. H. Towle, supplies 1.40
A. E. York, labor 4.00
Linus Libby, labor 2.00
S. A. Hazelton, supplies 2.60
Lawrence Brann, labor 34.20
K. H. Dyment, labor 12.60
Alec Godish 3.00
A. L. Child, labor 12.00
Clark Foundry, labor 6.00
$ 2,953.94
Unexpended $ 1,889.11
SUPPORT OF TOWN POOR
Appropriated $ 1,500.00
Unexpended 1942 1,261.73
Emma Dunton Est. 219.40
A. B. Mclntire, Nathan Flagg Acct. 4.00
Available $ 2,985.13
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Paid:
Joe Chabot Acct.
I. C. Kidder, groceries $ 16.84
Jos. Jeselskis, wood 13.00
H. B. Marsh 129.00
$ 158.84
Grace Park Acct.
Mrs. James Sanders, board $ 10.00
O. J. Putnam, trans 3.00
Ada Knight, board 178.00
$ 191.00
Aubrey Kilbreath Acct.
C. A. Lane, groceries $ 35.82
F. M. Kidder, groceries 21.62
O. M. Harding, groceries 1.38
Inis Garland, milk 5.10
J. C. Marble, wood 12.00
Stowell-McGregor, wood 3.00
William McLeod, fitting wood 5.00
Rumford Falls L. &  W. Co. 5.28
$ 89.20
*
Will Knox Acct.
Lee Hutchinson, groceries $ 239.27
Town of Carthage, rent 84.00
Dr. G. G. Defoe, M. D. 54.75
Dr. D. E. Elsemore, M. D, 2.50
$ 380.52
Ebenezer Burgess Acct.
J. L. Knight, cons. $ 25.70
H. B. Marsh 129.00
$ 154.70
Emma Dunton Est.
<
Cole's Nursing Home $ 15.00
Dr. G. G. Defoe, M. D. 22.75
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H. B. Marsh 163.00
P M. MacDonald, attorney 13.00
J. L. Knight, insurance 5.65
$ 219.40
Edmund Wing Acct.
Dr. G. G. Defoe, M. D. S 8.75
Charles Wing Acct. 
Dr. G. G. Defoe, M. D. $ 56.50
8 1,258.91
Unexpended $ 1,726.22
OTHER TOWN’S POOR
Nina Robinson Acct.*
Paid:
Susie Staples $
Dr. D. E. Elsemore, M. D.
Rumford Community Hospital 
J. L. Knight
96.00 
18.50 
41.05
15.00
Received:
Herman Robinson 
Hilda Saunders 
Town of Andover
$ 170.55
$ 66.00 
12.00 
92.55
$ 170.55
STATE POOR 
W. H. Dunsmore Acct.
Paid:
Dr. G. G. Defoe, M. D.
Received:
State
Louise Bayly Acct.
Paid:
8 26.75
$ 26.75
State
\
$ 35.00
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Received:
Louise Bayly
(Reimbursement on 1942 bill) 82.80
Due State
Orington Pingree Acct.
$ 47.80
Paid:
Dr. G. G. Defoe, M. D. $ 1.95
Received:
Arthur Pingree $
0  -
1.95
MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNT
Unexpended, 1942 
Received:
D. Harvey, Heirs, Int. $ .35
Town of Peru, Victory Tax 44.50
Town of Peru, Withholding Tax 575.61
New Eng. Tel. Sc Tel. Co., refund 1.75
Howard Turner 17.50
Town Clerk, Dog Tax 155.20
Agnes York, Vaccination 1.35
M. Worcester, Int. .44
Earland Frost, Int. .23
Earland Bowie, Int. 8.27
Fred A. Russell, Int. .72
Foster heirs, Int. 11.22
Fanny Hotham, Int. .66
Wallace Andrews, Int 6.13
State, Dog Tax Refund 77.33
W. S. Arnold, Int. 15.62
Arthur Eastman, Int. .62
Berst-Forster Co, license 1.00
Marcian Brown, Int. 1.76
Marcian Brown, deed 1.50
Supplementary Tax 45.90
Excise Tax 732.96
$ 1,583.87
1,700.62
Available 
Paid out:
Goodwill Home Asso.
C. M. Lane, witness
P. M. MacDonald, Atty. services
$ 3,284.49
$ v 4.50 
4.00 
55.00
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E. R. Clifford, Registering deeds .50
I. C. Kidder, supplies .45
Fred E. Hanscom, Atty. leg. adv. 4.00
A. G. Howard, Incid. 6.25
Arlene Jordan, Incid. 15.50
J. L. Knight, Incid. &  Trans. 47.71
State: Verian Wing 119.67
“ Audit 78.09
“ Mother’s Aid 64.50
“  Dog Tax 155.20
Loring, Short & Harmon, supplies 56.37
Rumford Pub. Co., reports 79.69
Rumford Falls Light & Water Co. 89.36
New Eng. Tel. &  Tel. Co. 4.75
Howard Turner, Int. on loans 40.00
Nina Kidder, InU on loans 17.22
H. R. Robinson, Int. on loans 81.46
Lona Holman, Int. on loans 22.00
J. L. Knight, fire ward 2.50
M. H. Oldham, Int. on loans 40.00
Florence Shaw, Int. on loans 40.00
Geo. Bunker, Int., on loans 56.02
Stella Wentworth, Int. on loans 20.00
Foggs Trans., Express .40
Harvey Powers, record 2.25
Rumford Falls Trust Co., supplies 3.05
Col. of Int. Revenue, Tax 496.55
Wallace Andrews, loan 163.00
Rumford Drug Co., toxine ‘ 2.15
Arnold Bros., bonds 42.50
Maine Municipal Asso. 30.00
Howard Turner, fees 6.99
Discount Martin, supplies 1.40
Doctor G. G. Defoe M. D., school dept. 24.00
Unexpended
TOWN OFFICERS
Appropriated 
Unexpended 1942
Available
)
1,877.03
1,407.46
1,800.00
152.11
1,952.11
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Paid:
W. S. Arnold, Moderator $ 4.00
X L. Knight, 1st Selectman 332.00
J. yL. Knight, 1942 Selectman 34.00
A. G. Howard, 2nd Selectman 204.00
A. G. Howard, 1942 Selectman 32.00
C. H. Robinson, 3rd Selectman 188.00
L. B. Hall, 1942 Selectman 14.00
Arlene Jordan, Clerk and Treas. 250.00
Verona Linnell, School Com. 14.00
E. R. Lane, School Com. 14.00
Ralph Calden, School Com. 14.00
Esbjom Wiken, Health Officer 18.25
Esbjorn Wiken, Tax Collector 536.61
$ 1,654.86
Unexpended $ 297.25
WHITE PINE BLISTER RUST
Appropriated $ 200.00
Received from State 182.75
Available s $
Paid:
Leith N. Calden $ 126.00
Lester Prue Jr. 119.50
F. L. Walker, Trans. 28.00
Clyde M. Dailey 88.00
John W. Dixon 4.00
382.75
/
365.50
Unexpended
MEMORIAL DAY
Unexpended 1942 
Paid:
I. C. Kidder
Unexpended
HEALTH NURSE
Appropriated
Paid:
$ 17.25
$ 40.00
10.90
$ 29.10
$ 62.00
$ 62.00State
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TOWN CEMETERIES
Appropriated $ 100.00
Unexpended 1942 10.00
Available $ 110.00
Paid:
A. H. Wentworth (sexton) $ 47.00
M. B. Knox (sexton) 35.00
J, C. Oldham 3.50
$ 85.50
Unexpended $ 24.50
CEMETERY TRUST FUND !INTEREST
Hollis Turner Fund:
Unexpended 1942 $ 1.29
Interest 1943 14.72
$ 16.01
Paid:
A. H. Wentworth 8.00
Unexpended $ 8.01
Jessie Cushman Lot Fund:
Unexpended 1942 $ 1.41
Interest 1943 .76
$ 2.17
Unexpended $ 2.17
Elias H. Love joy Lot Fund:
Unexpended 1942 $ 21.35
Interest 1943i 1.50
$ 22.85
Unexpended $ 22.85
Laura E Britton Lot Fund: ,
Interest 1943 .31
Unexpended .31
Barlow Austin Lot Fund:
Interest 1943 1.50
Paid: Demeritt Cemetery Asso. 1.50
John A. Martin Lot Fund:
Interest 1943 1.50
Paid: Demeritt Cemetery Asso. 1.50 (1
\►
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James C. Abbott Lot Fund:
Interest 1943 2.47
Paid: Demerritt Cemetery Asso. 2.47
Gusta W. Love joy Lot Fund:
Interest 1943 1.88
Paid: Demeritt Cemetery Asso. 1.88
Harvey Neal Lot Fund:
Interest 1943 .57
Paid: Demeritt Cemetery Asso. .57
*
9
WEST PERU SCHOOL! WATER SUPPLY
Unexpended 1942
Received of Rumford Falls Trust Co.
$ 196.05
155.48
Available $ 351.53
Paid:
A. G. Ploward, labor and supplies 7.00
Balance $ 344.53
PERU FIRE DEPARMENT
Appropriated 
Unexpended 1942
$ 300.00
476.60
Available $ 776.60
Paid:
L. A. Farrar (Chief) labor $ 20.00
L. A. Farrar, supplies 19.00
L. A. Farrar, fireman 4.00
L. A. Farrar, 1942 janitor 25.00
L. A. Farrar, 1943 janitor 25.00
D. E. Oldham, fireman 1.00
C. L. Lufkin, fireman 1.00
Randall Knight, fireman 1.00
W. M. Austin, fireman 3.00
Ceylon Putnam Jr., fireman 1.50
L. Brann, fireman 1.50
John Pietla, fireman .50
E. C. Farrar, supplies and fireman 22.49
Lester Child, fireman 1.50
Victor Eastman, lights 5.00
! ----------------  $ 132.99
1 i, ‘...... '■ • - •
Unexpended $ 643.61
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PERU CENTER BAPTIST CHURCH
Appropriated $ 400.00
Paid: I. C. Kidder, supplies 
W. B. Kidder, supplies 
C. L. Robinson, trucking
$ 121.19 
19.74
3.00 143.93
Unexpended $ 256.07
LONG TIME LOANS
Appropriated
Paid: H. R. Robinson Est.
George E. Bunker 
Nina Kidder
$3,000.00
$1,300.00
1,500.00
275.00 3,075.00
*
Overdrawn $ 75.00
.ABATEMENTS TO ESBJORN WIKEN, TAX COLLECTOR
1941
George S. Stanwood, Deceased 
Dexter Merchant
$ 8.38
.86
1942
$ 9.24
Joseph Balcunas*
Ralph Farnham*
Clifford Hardy* *
Earl Buck, unable to locate
Robert Bryant, unable to locate
•
Frank Fitzmorris, unable to locate 
Frank Schafer, unable to locate 
Harold Stimens, unable to locate
3.00
3.00 
3 00 
6.22
3.00 
.42
8.75
3.45
t
1943
$ 30.84
James Donahue*
Alfred Marble*
Frank Barrett, illegally assessed 
Rosario Defosse, illegally assessed 
Robert Easter, illegally assessed 
Lubert McGuire, illegally assessed 
Ralph Oldham, illegally assessed
John F. Susbury, property taken by town
\
3.00
3.00
3.00
2.15 
3.23
3.00 
10.96
2.15
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Alex Gilcreast 1.08
Laurice Howes, unable to locate 4.08
Walter Dumback, unable to locate 3.00
Correction in commitment 4.99
* i
$ 43.64
* In the service.
DELINQUENTS 1942
Arthur Porter Jr.* 5.06
Phillip Gagnon 3.91
8.S7
* In the service.
DELINQUENTS 3943
Erland Bowie ($15.27 paid after books closed) $101.27
Henry Cormier 18.72
James Donahue* 2.15
Arthur Floyd ✓ 9.45
Paul Footz 3.00
Duncan Gill 44.28
Phillip Gagnon 4.30
Rodney Haynes 42.13
John Homik 3.00
John Kasook 3.00
Glenroy Miller 9.11
Charles L. Norton 4.08
Charles Packard 4.73
Charles Porter 3.43
Ray Rafferty 3.43
Hilda Smith .65
Lincoln Scott
✓
2.58
Fred Stavisky 3.00
William Tomatruck 3.00
Reuben Vaughn (Paid after books closed) 23.48
Alphonse G. Walker (Paid after books closed) 17.62
Clementine Walker 12.90
Charlie Wing 3.43
Thomas Walker 5.15
Roger Thomas 3.00
Ralph Atkins* 8.60
Arthur E. Child 17.20
Wilfred Caron 2.15
Kenneth Campbell* 21.50
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Maud, Leona, Florence and Amos Foster 113,95
Arthur E. Gauthier* 16.13
Heirs of Fannie Hotham 4.30
Leonce Jobin Jr. 17.20
Ileirs of James H. Kerr 2.15
Fred W. Lovejoy 10.75
Margaret MacPherson 17.20
Fred A. Russell 6.45
$568.47
* In the service.
FINANCIAL STANDING OF TOWN
Resources
Cash in Bank $11,277.82
Tax bills of 1943 568.47
Tax bills of 1942 8.97
Balance of liens 1943 240.30
Leslis Stinchfield, mortgage 70.00
Wallace Andrews, note 125.80
Town Owned Property
Erland Hammond Lots 27.80
Glenroy Miller Lot 3.30
Standard Box Lot 33.50
William Gross Lot 50.00
Burchard Malone Lot 25.00
Reuben Vaughn Farm 12.44
T. F. Dolan Lots 12.30
John S. Susbury Lot 3.65 $12,459.35
Excise Tax 1944 on hand 198.24
Liabilities
Lona Holman, note $ 550.00
M. H. Oldham, note 1,000.00
W. S. Arnold, trustee for Florence Shaw 1,000.00
Howard Turner, note 1,000.00
Stella Wentworth, note 500.00 $ 4,050.00
Resources over Liabilities $ 8,409.35
Respectfully submitted,
j . L. KNIGHT,
A. G. HOWARD,
C. H. ROBINSON,
Selectmen of Peru.
1942 Accounts Audited, and Approved by State Auditor.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Receipts
Balance in Bank, Feb. 8, 1943 $ 5,353.00
Tax Bills of 1941 8.39
Tax Bills of 1942 465.29
Tax Bills of 1943 37,321.41
Excise Tax of 1943 656.24
Excise Tax of 1944 198.24
Liens of 1942 325.85
Tax Liens of 1943 150.81
Interest on Tax Liens 34.57
Deed to Discharge Liens 3.55
State, Poor 26.75
Snow removal 382.05
Blister Rust Control 182.75
School Census Supplement Fund 42.30
School Fund 2,456.32
Dog Tax Refund 77.33
Town of Andover, Poor 92.55
N. Robinson a/'c 78.00
Sumner, Snow Removal 120.00
Berst-Forster Co., snow removal 31.50
Town Property, IvL Brown 19.16
M. Child Camp 4.88
Emma Dunton a /c  219.40
O. Pingree a /c  1.95
N. Flagg a /c  4.00
Louise Bayly a /c  (Reimbursement) 82.80
Morrison's Garage, Refund 4.50
New Eng. Tel. & Tel. Co., Refund 1.75
Dog Tax 155.20
Victory Tax 44.50
Withholding Tax 575.61
A. York, Dipth. Inoculation Fund 1.35
Berst-Forster Co., Viet. License 1.00
C. Merrill, Tuition 36.00
N. Dermody, Tuition 37.00
A. B. Noyes, Interest and Payment on note 38.40 
W. Andrews, Interest and Payment on note 41.60 
Int. H. Turner, cem. fund 14.72
Int. Cemetery Lot fund 10.49
W. P. School Water Supply 155.48
\
TO W N  O F PERU
Abatements 86.72
Fogg’s Transportation 5.00
Bequest of Chas. Gammon for School Books 500.00 
Out-lawed checks 17.50
Expenditures
Warrants paid
Balance in Bank, Feb. 8, 1944
$50,065.92
$38,788.10
11,277.82
% $50,065.9^
Respectfully submitted,
ARLENE JORDAN, Treasurer.
\
I
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Records of Marriages, Births and Deaths returned to the
office for the year ending Febniary 8, 1944.
MARRIAGES
Feb. 26 at Rumford, Paul H. Anderson of Rumford and Ruby
R, Allen of Peru
Mar. 6 at Peru, George V. Berry of Weld and Jacqueline A.
Arsenault of Weld
Apr. 4 at Peru, Joseph Rogers of Peru and Grace Savage of
Peru
July 2 at Mexico, Earl Joseph Henry Byron and Inez Edith
Child, both of Peru
July 17 at Ridlonville, Joseph A. Arnold Jr. of Peru and
Geraldine E. Hall of Dixfield
Oct. 10 at Mexico, Perley W. Worcester and Alice L. Norton,
both of Peru
Dec. 7 at Rumford, C. Erwin Child and Verlie K. Austin,
both of Peru
Dec. 25 at Bangor, Bernard E. Drake of Canton and Eleanor
Bigelow of Peru
BIRTHS
1941
Dec. 10 at Rumford, to Addison I. and Phyllis R. Lufkin, a
son, Wyvem Louis
1942
May 24 at Rumford, to John K. and Marie Trubee, a son,
John Alvard
1943
Feb. 13 at Rumford, to George W. and Mary A. Downs, a
daughter, Marie Georgette
Mar. 10 at Dixfield, to Omer and Edna Mace, a daughter,
Janice Lenette
May 5 at Rumford, to Ralph D. and Ella M. Burgum, a son,
Peter Riddle
May 9 at Rumford, to James K. and Bernice M. Palmer, a
daughter, Sherry Lou
June 21 at Rumford, to Doran R. and Audrey L. Wentzell, a
daughter, Beverly Ann
July 22 at Rumford, to Stowell and Dorothy H. Eustis, a son,
Dexter Dana
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July 30 at Rumford, to Elwin and Doris Chenery, a daughter,
Juanita Ruth
Nov. 3 at Rumford, to John K. and Marie H, Trubee, a son,
David Lansing
DEATHS
1942 Y. M. D.
Dec. 21 at Dixfield, Mabel Leora Turner 57 9 10
1943
Jan. 13 at Mt. Vernon, Scott Lamb 75 8 4
Feb. 4 at Auburn, Simeon L. Oldham 91 2 3
Feb. 9 at No. Turner, George A. Canwell 75 7 27
Mar. 11 at Rumford, Ebenezer Burgess 85 —
Mar. 28 at Peru, Joe Chabot 78 —
Apr. 4 at Dixfield, Emma Dunton 79 i i 18
Apr. 6 at Dixfield, Charles Wilson 74 —
Apr. 30 at Rumford, Clarice O. Small 64 10 14
May 6 at Portland, Demas B. Burgess 61 8 27
May 30 at Peru, Azariah B. Noyes 74 11 25
July 7 at Livermore Falls, Arthur C. Conant 62 5 i • ■»
Aug. 6 at Peru, Henry R. Robinson 89 9 20
Aug. 16 at Rumford, Marion C. Dowse 68 10 21
Aug. 18 at Portland, Lillian Frost 77 8
Sept. 5 at Rumford, Elmer Ellsworth DeMerritt 82 3 28
Sept. 8 at Peru, Albert A. Burgess 71 10 19
Sept 12 at Oxford, Roscoe L. Love joy 83 6 12
Sept 13 at Rumford, Baby Inglis 2 hours
Sept 15 at Rumford, Bernice T. Draper 21 4 27
Sept 20 at Carthage, Oscar Cyrus Hargrove Jr, 18 20
Sept 21 at Rumford, Oliver C. Hopkins 92 3 22
Sept 30 at Rumford, Cora May Morris 62 4 1
Oct. 22 at Waterville, Nathaniel B. Woodsum 73 11 16
Oct. 24 at Dixfield, Orington II. Pingree 73 11 16
Nov. 5 at Rumford, Kathryn Ann Swett 1
Nov. 12 at Rumford, Ann Simon Richards 30 7 7
Nov. 14 at Brunswick, Thomas Jean Linnell 26
Nov. 23 at Dixfield, Fred E. Farnham 76 1 4
Nov. 25 at Mexico, Donald Lee McLennan 2 24
Nov. 29 at Peru, Duncan A. Gill 36 24
Dec. 10 at South Paris, Sophia D. Clark 74 10 10
Dec. 27 at Rockport, Flora M. Clifford 83 10 29
1944
Jan. 6 at East Peru, Lona W. Holman 88 — 3
Jan. 8 at Peru, Rose Staslutis 82 — —
Jan. 9 at Mexico, Margaret Coolidge 61 10 29
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS
1879
Sept 13 at Peru, to Waldo B. Bowker and Albina A. MacKen-
zie, a son, Harold Levithan
1880
Dec. 22 at Peru, to Frank E. and Ida A. Gibbs, a daughter,
Maude Josephine
1889
Sept 25 at Peru, to Merritt H. Oldham and Ella Allen Oldham,
a son, William Allen
1892
Feb. 20 at Peru, to Merritt H. Oldham and Ella Allen Oldham,
a son, Harry Merritt
1895
Feb. 6 at Peru, to Herbert L. and Addie M. Jordan, a son,
William Lester
DOGS LICENSED
For the year ending February 8, 1944, the following dogs
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were licensed:
77 males $ 69.30
10 females 49.00
30 S. females 27.00
1 Kennel 9.90
i
Paid Treasurer $155.20
Attest:
ARLENE JORDAN, Town Clerk.
/
\
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PERU SCHOOL REPORT
To the Superintending School Committee and Citizens of the
Town of Peru:
I hereby submit my nineteenth annual report of your 
schools.
TEACHERS
School—West Peru 
Sub-Primary and Grade I 
Grades II and III 
Grades IV and V 
Grades VI, VII and VIII 
The teachers are the
Teachers 
Agnes H. York 
Cecilia Shurtleff
Experi- Salary 
ence per wk. 
49 terms $24.00 
29 terms 27.00 
37 terms 24.00Janice Starbird
Evelyn B. Russell 23 terms 24.0C 
same as last year. The forenoon 
studies of the sixth grade are taught by Mrs. Russell and the 
afternoon studies by Mrs. Starbird. Mrs. Shurtleff teaches 
vocal music in all the rooms.
ENROLLMENT
The enrollment by grades for the Fall Term, 1943, is as 
follows:
W. Peru S. P. I II III IV V VI VII VIII T ’t'l
17 14 16 21 14 18 17 16 15 148
ATTENDANCE
/
Following is the whole number in attendance and the aver­
age attendance for each term of the year ending December 31, 
1943:
Grades
Sub-Primary, Grade I 
Grades II and III 
Grades IV and V
Winter Term Spring Term 
No. Ave. No. Ave. 
Pupils Att. Pupils Att. 
30 26.08 
30 28.09 
33 31.15
Grades VI, VII and VIII 47 42.47
30 24.44 
29 26.91 
35 31.09 
45 40.71
Fall Term 
No. Ave. 
Pupils Att.
31 21.31 
37 29.75
32 26.68 
48 38.19
140 127.79 139 123.15 148 116.26
Ten pupils were not absent for the school year ending in 
June, 1943. They are Alton Shurtleff, Robert Dragoon, Rich­
ard Dragoon, Harlan Floyd, Joseph Norris, Dawson Shurtleff, 
Gloria Child, Mary Irish, Pauline Porter, and Joyce Calden.
For the Fall Term of fifteen weeks ending in December, 
1943, the following pupils were not absent: Frank Porter of
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the Sub-Primary; Duane Rafferty of Grade One; James Dra­
goon and Alton Shurtleff of Grade Two; Genesta Dragoon, 
Marjorie Millett, Janet Pietila, John Pietila and Dawson 
Shurtleff of Grade Three; Leon Dragoon, Sally Norris and 
Arthur Shaw of Grade Five; Conrad Hall of Grade Six; Peter 
Dragoon and Priscilla Haynes of Grade Seven; Jean Hall, Mary 
Irish, Bernice Knox and Pauline Porter of Grade Eight. Total 
number not absent for the term is 19. Alton Shurtleff, Dawson 
Shurtleff, Mary Irish and Pauline Porter have perfect attend­
ance records for the past four terms. They did not miss a ses­
sion for fifty-one weeks. Alton and Dawson Shurtleff hold 
highest honors for attendance, as they have not been absent 
for 86 weeks.
The above records do not include those of the present 
winter term.
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
For the school year which opened September 7, 1943, the 
enrollment of high school pupils was as follows:
Pupils Home High School Class
Joyce Calden West Peru Stephens Freshman
Jane Enches y y  y y y y y y
Robert Gill East Peru y y y y
Donald Jasud Peru Center y y y y
Richard Powell West Peru y * y
Joseph Tutlis y y  y y y y y y
Phyllis Child y y  y y y y Sophomore
Joyce Dolloff y y  y y y y y y
Lois Gammon East Peru y y% y y
Margaret Henry Peru Center y y y y
Manley Irish West Peru y y y y
Lester Prue East Peru y y y y
Claramay Payne West Peru y y y y
Lawrence Richards y y  y y y y y y
Edna Walker East Peru y y y y**
Rachel Austin West Peru y y Junior
Leith Calden , * y y y y **
Ronald Emery Peru Center y y y y
Gloria Hall West Peru y y y y
Phyllis Hussey East Peru y y y y
Rita Knox West Peru y y y y
Roger Lane y y  y y y y y y
Alberta Norton Peru Center y y y y
Adele Ploplis y y  y y y y y y
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Walter Casper Peru Center a Senior
Glendon Gammon East Peru p p p >
Marilyn Hall West Peru p p
Lindley Jackson } }  p p p p p p
Irene Luce East Peru p p p p
Charles Smith West Peru p p p p
Ernest Moore West Peru Dixfield Freshman
Leona Emery Peru Center p p Sophomore
Pearl Moore West Peru p p p p
Walter Shaw Dickvale P P p p
Edythe Dragoon West Peru Mexico Freshman
Sheila Floyd f f  P P p p Sophomore
Elinor Morrell p y  > * p p P p
Violet Oldham p y  p y P P P P
Lois Richards p p  p p P P P p
Marjorie Bigelow East Peru Canton Senior
This list contains forty names. Since the opening of the 
fall term Marjorie Bigelow has moved to Bangor, leaving 
thirty-nine high school pupils. Approximately six will be re­
moved from the list by High School graduation in June, and 
about fifteen will be added as Freshmen next fall, making the 
total number of pupils in High Schools forty-eight.
REPAIRS
The sum of $700.00 was raised for repairs and there was 
a balance of $169.70, making the amount of $869.70 available.
The insulation of the West Peru School Building cost 
$675.00. Of the remainder ($194.70) we expended $79.08 for 
labor and material for interior painting, $3.00 for tuning the 
piano, $17.50 for a door closer, $7.00 for lumber, $16.25 fo r> 
repairs of plumbing and windows, and $21.84 for minor repairs, 
totaling $144.67. Deducting this sum from $194.70 leaves a 
balance of $50.03 on hand.
Insulating the School Building and burning coal instead 
of wood have improved heating conditions very much. No 
matter how cold the weather is, the rooms are comfortable. 
In a few years the saving in fuel will pay for the insulation.
EAST PERU SCHOOL
At the last annual meeting the Town voted to close the 
East Peru School for one year. Consequently it was necessary 
to insert the following article in the warrant for the meeting 
to be held March 6, 1944: “To see if the Town will vote to
t
• J  -  .  I
/  V
instruct its Superintending School Committee to open and 
maintain a school at the East Peru Schoolhouse.”
At the present time there is one pupil in the East Peru 
neighborhood and four in the Worthly Pond district.
FINANCES
The receipts in the school department are $14,512.83 and 
the expenditures, $12,637.42' There is a balance of $469.03 in 
the Common School Account; in the High School Tuition, 
$1,337.85; in Repairs and Equipment, $50.03; and in Superin­
tendence, $18.50; making the total unexpended, $1,875.41. 
There are no overdrafts.
The following budget has been prepared by your school 
committee and superintendent, and is submitted for consider­
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ation at the annual town meeting:
Common Schools $ 6,000.00
High School Tuition 3,300.00
Books and Supplies 300.00
Repairs and Equipment 300.00
Superintendence 360.00
Interest on School Fund 34.38
Office Expense 20.00
$10,314.38
It will be necessary to increase the amount for Common 
Schools $600.00 if the Town votes to reopen the East Peru 
School.
CONCLUSION
Before completing this report I feel special mention 
should be made of the patriotic work being done by the school 
children in purchasing War Bonds and Stamps. Each Friday 
the West Peru Mothers' Club sponsors and conducts the sale. 
The response to the appeal has been very satisfactory. The 
pupils are interested and anxious to help the cause. The splen­
did sum of $966.85 has been contributed by Peru’s loyal boys 
and girls during the past eleven weeks. Friday, the 11th of 
February they bought $217.95 worth of Stamps and Bonds, 
this amount being included in the total of $966.85.
In closing, I thank the town officials, teachers and pupils 
for their kind cooperation. At this time I take the opportunity 
to express my appreciation to all the citizens who have ren­
dered any service to help the schools during the past year.
Respectfully submitted,
FRANK McGOULDRICK, 
Superintendent of Schools.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
COMMON SCHOOLS
Receipts
Appropriation 
Tuition from Carl Merrill 
Tuition from Hazel Dermody 
Interest on School Fund 
State School Fund
Overdraft, 1941-42
Overdraft, 1942-43
Teachers' Salaries
Janitors
Cleaning
Fuel
Conveyance
Unexpended
Expenditures
$6,000.00
36.00
37.00 
34.38
2,263.33 $ 8,370.71
$ 118.89 
120.84
3,363.00
500.00
35.00 
625.05
3,138.90 $ 7,901.68
$ 469,03
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
Receipts
Balance, 1942-43 
Appropriation
Expenditures
Paid: Town of Rumford 
Town of Dixfield 
Town of Mexico 
Town of Canton
Unexpended
$1,056.52 
3,300.00 $ 4,356.;V ?
$2,520.00
225.00
161.40
112.27 $ 3,018.67
$ 1,337.85
BOOKS AND SUPPLIES
Receipts
Appropriation 
State School Fund
$ 300.00
235.29 $ 535.29
Expended $ 535.29
4.
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REPAIRS AND EQUIPMENT
Receipts
Balance, 1942-43 
Appropriation
Expended
Unexpended
Appropriation
Expended
Unexpended
Balance, 1942-43 
Appropriation
Expended
$ 169.70 
700.00 $
SUPERINTENDENCE
OFFICE EXPENSE
869.70
$ 819.67
$ 50.03
$ 360.00
341.50
$ 18.50
$ .61
20.00 $ 20.61
$ 20.61
STATE OF
Total Amount received from the State 
Transferred to the Common School Acc’t 
Transferred to Books and Supplies
3 2,498.62
$2,263.33
235.29 $ 2,498.62
RECAPITULATION
Accounts 
Common Schools 
High School Tuition 
Books and Supplies 
Repairs and Equipment 
Superintendence 
Office Expense
Expendi- Unex-
Receipts tures pended
$ 8,370.71 $ 7,901.68 $ 469.03
4,356.52
535.29
3,018.67
535.29
1,337.85
869.70 819.67 50.03
360.00
20.61
341.50
20.61
18.50
$14,512.83 $12,637.42 
$ 1,875.41
$1,875.41
$14,512.83 $14,512.83 $1,875.41
Total Amount Unexpended -
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE— 1943
PERU
You, of the town of Peru, are very fortunate, in spite of 
war conditions, to be located near centers where medical and 
dental care are available. It is hoped that you will all feel 
some security in the realization that your Public Health Nurse 
is ready and willing to consult with you at any time regarding 
health matters.
During the past year considerable progress has been made 
in the schools of Peru, particularly in regard to skin disease 
and pestilence. These conditions are certainly avoidable and 
it is the responsibility of every parent to keep his child from 
being a source of infection to other children. Until very 
recently the communicable disease problem has not been too 
severe in the schools. Parents must be reminded that home is 
the place for the sick child and your family physician your 
only diagnostician. Your Public Health Nurse is willing, at 
any time, to advise you in methods of preventing the spread 
of disease to other members of the family.
Visits to the homes have been chiefly in behalf of infants 
and preschool children, this being readily recognized as the 
age most pliable for health education and habit formation. It 
is to be desired that all small children and infants have ade­
quate medical supervision on the private physician basis, but 
it should be remembered there are, in any community, those 
families who benefit greatly from the child health conference. 
It is hoped that in the near future this form of medical care 
and health education can be resumed. Because the health of 
the infant depends so largely on the health of the mother 
during pregnancy, the importance of medical care during the 
prenatal period is stressed.
It is essential that we on the home front be in the best 
possible health if we are to win the peace we feel is worth 
fighting for.
JEAN C. DOYLE, Public Health Nurse.
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REPORT OF SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Irving Kidder: 1 Gas Pump Oct. 19, 1943
2 Counter Scales 
1 Kerosene Pump
1 Platform Scale
Berton Emery: 1 Gas Pump Oct. 21, 1943
Rumford News Co.: 2 Gas Pumps Oct. 21. 1943
E. O. Kidder:
i
2 Gas Pumps 
2 Counter Scales
Oct. 22, 1343
Arnold Bros.: 1 Platform Scales Oct. 14, 1943
C. A. Lane: 3 Counter Scales 
1 Gas Pump 
1 Kerosene Pump
Oct. 14, 1943
Elmer Farrar: 2 Gas Pumps Oct. 18, 1943
Grafton Gordon: 1 Gas Pump Oct. 18, 1943
S. A. Hazelton: 1 Counter Scale 
1 Kerosene Pump 
1 Gas Pump
Oct. 19, 1943
Merle Knox: 2 Gas Pumps Oct. 19, 1943
TESTED AND APPROVED
COLA D. YORK,
Sealer of Weights and Measures
Town of Peru
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WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING
State of Maine County of Oxford, s^ .
To Esbjorn Wiken, a Constable of the Town of Peru, in 
the County of Oxford, Greeting:
You are hereby required, in the name of the State or 
Maine, to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Peru, 
qualified to vote in town affairs to assemble at the Town Hall, 
in said Town, on Monday, the sixth day of March A. D. 1944, 
at 10 o ’clock in the forenoon, to act on the following articles, 
to wit:
Art.
meeting.
i. To choose a Moderator
i
to preside at said
Art. 2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
Art. 3. To see if the Town will vote to accept the report
of the several Town Officers.
Art. 4. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the
Selectmen to appoint one or more Road Commissioners for the
»
ensuing year.
Art. 5. To see if the Town will vote to elect one or more 
Road Commissioners.
Art. 6. To choose all other necessary Town Officers.
Art. 7. To see if the Town will vote to drop all balances 
of 1943 accounts, as recommended by state auditor, except 
accounts of State, and make appropriations for preceding year 
for the amount necessary of the accounts.
Art. 8. To see how much money the Town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for the maintenance and support of 
Schools, the Poor Maintenance, the Repair and Maintenance of 
Roads and Bridges, the Maintenance of State and State Aid, 
and Third Class Roads, and to defray all other necessary Town 
charges.
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Art. 9. To see how much money the Town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for State Aid Road Construction in addi­
tion to the amounts regularly raised for the care of ways, high­
ways and bridges under the provision of Section 19, Chapter 
28, Revised Statutes of 1930, or under the provisions of Section 
3, Chapter 229, Public Laws of 1937.
Art. 10. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate 
$100.00 for public health nursing, said sum to be expended b> 
the State Bureau of Health, for local service.
Art. 11. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the 
committee of the Peru Center Baptist Church account to con­
tinue with the unexpended balance of 1943.
Art. 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise a sum of 
money to buy war bonds or take any action thereto.
Art. 13. To see if the Town will vote to instruct its 
Superintending School Committee to open and maintain a 
school at the East Peru School house.
Art. 14. To see how much money the Town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for payment of Long Time Loans.
Art. 15. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the 
Selectmen to lay out and build a road from William Melanson’s 
house to the pond road or repair old road.
Art. 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise a sum of 
money covering preceding article No. 15.
Art. 17. To see if the Town will vote to change its draw­
ings of warrants from the 8th to the 1st and 15th of each month 
or take any action thereto.
Art. 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise the com­
pensation of its several town officers or take any action thereto.
Art. 19. To fix compensation of the Collector of Taxes.
Art. 20. To see if the Town will vote to allow the Select­
men to sell and convey by quit claim deefl any or all property 
acquired under tax liens.
Art. 21. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the 
following road: the road leading from the Coates Cemetery to 
residence of George Byron.
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Art. 22. To see if the Town will vote to allow the Select­
men to sell and convey the Burchard Malone lot, and the Wil­
liam Gross lot, should they receive an advantageous offer for 
either of them.
Art. 23. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the 
Selectmen to transfer the unexpended balances of the different 
accounts in 1943 to the same accounts in 1944.
Art. 24. To see if the Town will authorize the Town 
Treasurer with the approval of the Selectmen to hire such 
sums of money as may be necessary to pay Town charges and 
Town debts, in anticipation of the collection of taxes and to 
issue and negotiate the notes of the Town for the money so 
borrowed to an amount not exceeding in the aggregate the 
total tax levy for the preceding municipal year as temporary 
loans to be paid during the year 1944 out of money raised dur­
ing said year 1944 by taxes.
Art. 25. To transact any other business that may legally 
come before said meeting.
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session at 
the Town Hall, in Peru, at 9 o’clock in the forenoon, on the 
sixth day of March, A. D., 1944, for the purpose of correcting 
the list of voters.
Given under our hands at Peru, this 12th day of February 
A. D. 1944.
A true copy: attest:
J. L. KNIGHT,
A. G. HOWARD,
C. H. ROBINSON, 
Selectmen of Peru.
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